Waags Submission against Parking Meters to the Overview and scrutiny Committee 
 

Introduction. Wokingham area access group are a local campaign group who try to help local disabled people and young families get access to every day facilities in the borough, I/E public buildings and transport safely.
 

Dear Chair Person,
 

Thank you for giving Wokingham area access groups the opportunity to give its views on Parking Meters in Wokingham Town Centre. We would like to take this opportunity to offer the following information on behalf of many disabled people, and parents who have children, who have concerns about this proposal, regarding safety.
 


. Obviously, the safety aspect of parking on public streets is something everyone is aware of, and how it can impact on those who are disabled, frail, or very young. Although everyone would like to park close to their destination for obvious reasons, its not all ways possible, therefore such a scheme would be welcomed by most people, including disabled people who cannot walk far, but if this scheme is handled incorrectly, it could be the devil in disguise, and we at WAAG can see many safety problems associated with this scheme.

At the moment Disabled bays are strategically placed throughout the town, and everyone knows where they are, but in these proposals there is nothing about parking meters being free to disabled people, and there is no mention of any disabled bays being kept. WAAG would point out that the Meters themselves would have to be placed on the footpaths of Wokingham Town, which would be totally unacceptable to us

. 

Over the past 3 years WAAG have been campaigning to get obstacles removed from the footpaths of Wokingham town, that includes such things as A Boards ,and other advertising, and marketing material that block the individuals right of passage. That campaign was very successful and at the height of it many councillors came out on a Friday morning to push disabled people in wheelchairs around the town, or accompanied blind/ partially sighted and deaf people, and they could see for them self’s the problems disabled people had when shopping in Wokingham. WAAG were very pleased when the council agreed to introduce a voluntary code of conduct regarding street furniture, plus the council agreed they would enforce that agreement via the access officer, town managers, and the council community officers, and it has worked well ever since.

 

Since then WAAG have been working hard with the local retailers, to find solutions to get disabled people to come to Wokingham to spend their money. Many retailers have since attended disability forums and talked about ways of attracting visitors to Wokingham. We have even produced a booklet with the help of local retailers called A Guide to serving our disabled Community, and is now working hard to improve the facilities by introducing a Box advertising boards that replica’s A boards and can fit over the black bollards in the high street, and this will free up the footpaths. The black Bollards are another problem that WAAG highlighted to the council, they are also dangerous especially to those who are blind, or use wheelchairs where the path narrows in the high street .Mr Baker the highways committee member promised us he would have a lighter yellow strip of paint, or white strip, put round the tops of these bollards so the partially sighted and carers pushing wheelchairs act  could see them, when walking around the town. He even found the money to do this, unfortunately, nothing has happened since, and those Bollards are still black now 18 months on.

 But now we are being asked to accept even more black furniture on the footpaths by way of parking meters, can we ask if the council have carried out a Disability Assessment on the areas affected, as many footpaths are very narrow, There are other problems associated with parking meters, they are people will not be so careful when reversing, or getting out of their cars, they will be more concerned about the amount of time they have to shop in the town, or how quickly their money will run out before they have to return to feed the meter again, especially if there is a charge of £1 per 30 minutes, We have also been told by councillors that only the police will be able to enforce this measure, yet they have no interest in motor crime, or even fraud, or giving out tickets to people who break the law, or block the public highways or paths, under sections 137, 143, 148 and 149.of the Highways Act 1908 (1980 Act), so there is no reason why they will enforce parking meters either, so why are the council so interested in bringing this  in. is there another reason this council would  want to introduce these monsters, is it because they will be able to raise money, under article 1,2 of the road traffic act, 1991

 

In 1999 the government allowed councils to take over the duties of the police, and keep the proceeds from Meters. Please see the following statements

 

Under the powers of the Road Traffic ACT 1991 

 

Commonly known as "decriminalised parking" 

 

. This statute transferred enforcement powers from the Police to Local authorities and introduced a civil hearing conducted by the National Parking Adjudication Service, rather than cases being heard by the Magistrates Court. There are now in excess of 180 councils with such powers in the UK. 

 

1.2 On the 31st March 2008 the Road Traffic Act 1991 was replaced by Part 6 

 

Of the Traffic Management Act 2004. This has introduced a number of changes including the introduction of differential penalties dependant upon the severity of the contravention. The impact of these changes will be reported upon in next years report. 

 

1.3 One of the changes of this new legislation is for every authority in England and Wales operating parking under this legislation to submit an annual report. In preparation for this change, this report must contain the information required in the future

 

• Cash collection and banking 

 

• Car Park & Parking Meter maintenance, both internal and external 

 

• Signage 

 

• Partnership working with other parking providers 

 

I hope this is not the reason this council wish to introduce these machines, as there are many problems regarding cars being parked along a very busy road, for instance the road will obviously be reduced in width, so will the footpath, as parking meter’s have to be at least 18 inches from the curb, this will again reduce the footpath width, and increases the problems off access for wheel chair users act, there is all so the problem of Drivers and there passengers standing around these meters talking, or waiting for a driver to return to open the car door, or trying to get the right money to put in the machine, again blocking the footpaths.

 

Then there is the inherent risk of walking between two parked vehicles, especially if they are 4x4, these vehicles are very high and hard to see around, then there is the cyclist or motor cyclist who is hidden between the bus, and car, who suddenly appears from no where, that’s Ok if you can see them and can jump out of the way, but unfortunately the blind, hard of hearing and deaf, will not be able to so, because they will either not hear them coming or see them coming, or hear when these vehicles are about to move off.

Wheelchair users will be in greater danger from parked cars, as they are low down and hidden from view from on coming vehicles. Occupants of wheel chairs cannot be seen, nor can they see over the tops of parked cars. However these problems can be reduced if the council put in extra road crossings for them, or by putting in rumble strips and silent policemen, which are placed along the road at set distances, this would then help slow down the traffic when its flowing, and would allow the blind to know if any vehicles are coming, but that not help when cars are backing in and out off parking bays, with little room between the parking bays, as normal parking bays are usually less in size than a disabled bay, therefore wheelchairs cannot get through and an accident will happen. At least with disabled bays they are placed in special areas such as those outside the town hall in Wokingham. Everyone knows why they are there including the disabled people, and therefore people are careful when approaching them, but when a whole street is turned in to a moving mass of steel, moving in all directions, then that is a recipe for disaster for those who cannot access the road to get to the other side safely. It will also mean more congestion and more vehicles trying to get a meter, more cars backing up, especially if one side of the road is turned into a car park. This will increases the danger to everyone, especially the blind, deaf, and those who can not move quickly, such as young mums with children in pushchairs, or young children playing behind parked cars, as they will be hidden from the traffic flow by the cars parked out side meters. ROSPA say walking out from behind a parked vehicle is the biggest cause of pedestrian injuries in the UK.

 

Before embarking on this project WAAG would ask the council to put in certain areas that will be reserved for disabled people only, and Wokingham council will continue to give free on road parking to disabled people, and that any introduction of such a scheme, would include added safety measures such as rumble bars on the road so the blind can hear moving traffic, and that sleeping policemen and more pedestrian crossings are put in place to allow the old and frail, plus wheelchairs users and young mums with push chairs easier access to the other side of the high street , and that a full disability assessment report is carried out which would include information on the enforcement of the scheme, plus there ability to enforce the law regarding fraudulent use of disabled badges and tax discs by the police ,and council wardens as this could increase the theft of disabled badges from peoples cars.

 

Thank you 
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