	
	Key court ruling on the disability equality duty

A recent ruling in the High Court has gone against a local council for failing to take full account of its duties under the Disability Discrimination Act. The judge ruled that Harrow Council's decision to introduce a policy to provide services to people with critical needs only was unlawful and had been taken without sufficiently considering the "seriousness and extent of the duties". 

This ruling serves as a reminder for public authorities of their obligations under the disability equality duty and shows how seriously the courts are taking it. Guidance is available on the ODI website and Equality and Human Rights Commission website to help public authorities fulfil the duty.

For full adjudication please go to 

 http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2007/3064.html
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