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Role Description: Patient and Public Representative for the Effective Prescribing committee
Background:
NHS Berkshire West has established the Effective Prescribing Committee (EPC) to ensure the safe, effective and cost effective use of medicines in Berkshire West.  The EPC produces recommendations for how and when certain medicines should be used. 
EPC members have a variety of backgrounds including, GPs, doctors from NHS Berkshire West and from hospital and pharmacists.  Following consultation work with NHS Berkshire West’s Health Network and local LINks it was decided that a Patient and Public Representative would greatly enhance this decision-making process. 
The EPC meets every two months.  Meetings last approximately 2 hours and will require the representative to read the papers prior to the meeting.
Reasonable travel expenses will be reimbursed along with reasonable carer expenses where agreed in advance.
Role Purpose:
· To contribute a patient and public perspective to the EPC
· To work with others to gather views of patients and the public regarding the use of medicines on the EPC work program
· To ensure that local decision-making takes account of the needs of both patients and the public
Responsibilities:
· Work with the Patient and Public involvement team to promote two-way feedback between NHS Berkshire West and relevant community groups, including local LINks and NHS Berkshire West’s Health Network 

· Participate in reviewing the evaluation medicines on the EPC work program as a voting member of the EPC
· Liaising with NHS Berkshire West’s patient and public engagement team where appropriate
· Network with other User Representatives to share knowledge where appropriate
· To keep themselves informed of developments in the NHS nationally and locally
· To respect confidentiality

· To ensure, along with other members, that EPC meeting minutes are an appropriate and accurate formal record 
Experience, Skills and Knowledge:
1. Resident of NHS Berkshire West 

2. Commitment to representing the needs of patients and the public

3. A reasonable understanding of the NHS

4. Effective communication and negotiation skills
5. An understanding about the conflicts around balancing the needs of individuals with those of the wider population

6. A general understanding about the reasons for prioritising treatments within the NHS
7. A willingness to learn and develop
